
 

English Department Information 
 

 
 

The Post 
We wish to recruit a committed, well-qualified, enthusiastic and inspiring teacher of English to join our high-
achieving department with the ability to: 
 

• Lead and enthuse students in English 

• Work as part of a dynamic team 
 
The successful candidate will have the opportunity to teach across the full 11-18 age and ability range. 
 

 

The Department 
English is a core subject.  Not only does the study of English develop imagination, curiosity and creativity, and 
enable young people to enjoy a vast cultural heritage, and develop skills which will sustain their personal 
development through their lives – it is also the key to everything else they learn.   Their fluency in English, 
their literacy skills, their engagement in reading and their ability to write effectively open the doors to 
learning across the curriculum.  It is at the heart of their academic development and is fundamental to their 
future options and opportunities.  We want all our students to enjoy English, make maximum progress and 
achieve a GCSE at a high level. 
 
Our students’ achievement is good, and we aim to make it outstanding.  Our intake is fully comprehensive, 
but skewed towards a high ability intake. Our numbers of pupils who qualify for pupil premium are growing, 
as is our cohort of pupils with EAL.   English is a popular option at A-level; currently we have 7 groups across 
L6 and U6. 
 

Results 
 

 English Language A Level   English Literature A Level 
 2017 2018 2019   2017 2018 2019 

% A*-A 0% 5% 7%  % A*-A 43% 10% 20% 

% A*-B 11% 25% 57%  % A*-B 71% 48% 44% 

% A*-E 100% 100% 100%  % A*-E 100% 100% 100% 

 

 

 English Language GCSE   English Literature GCSE 
 2017 2018 2019   2017 2018 2019 

% 9-7 20% 22% 28%  % 9-7 20% 24% 29% 

% 9-5 61% 72% 77%  % 9-5 63% 74% 74% 

% 9-4 79% 91% 88%  % 9-4 83% 90% 89% 

 

 

 2017 2018 2019 

Progress 8 
English GCSE 

0.29 0.30 0.06 

 



 
There are currently eleven English specialists in our department, including a Deputy Headteacher, and one 
Assistant Headteacher. All teach across the full age and ability range, specializing in particular 
papers/modules in the 2 A-levels we offer (WJEC English Literature and WJEC English Language).  We also 
teach Edexcel for A Level Literature. 
 
Our accommodation is good, with a dedicated building, large, bright classrooms, whiteboards and digital 
projectors.  We have excellent resources, supplemented by our close links with the school library (Blue Coat 
has a large, comfortable library, run by a chartered librarian, to support both students and staff) to encourage 
a love of reading and the foundation of good literacy skills. 
 
Literacy has become a whole-school focus as our intake becomes more diverse and the demands of 
examinations increase, eg. re spelling, punctuation and grammar.  Colleagues within the English department 
drive whole-school improvement and staff training in literacy.  The opportunity to become involved in leading 
whole-school improvement is open to all staff and is one of Blue Coat’s defining characteristics – this enables 
all staff to develop professionally, become outstanding teachers, and achieve promotion in Blue Coat and 
beyond. 
 

 
 

Method of Application 
 
Full details and application forms for this post are available from the school website. 
Please note CVs are not accepted. 
 
It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure correct postage. 
 
Or send via email to: vacancies@blue-coat.org  
 

Closing date for applications: Friday 15th May, 2020 at 9.00 am 
Interview date: w/b 18th May 2020 
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